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COMPASSION VESSEL, by Jordan Andershock 
 
The Christian Student Center has a weekly segment before Encounter known as Compassion Vessel.  One 
student is given ten dollars for the week and tasked with using it to benefit others.  Ideas range from    
taking someone out to lunch, to buying Bibles to place around campus with fliers inside, to helping pay for 
a parking ticket.  Anything is fair game.  The idea is very creative and the students always have interesting 
stories to share on the following Thursday.   
 
When I think about giving away ten dollars to help a random human being, it seems easy to me.  It’s no 
skin off my back and I brighten someone’s day.  Is this not how we ought to live in all aspects of our lives?  
Do we not serve a mighty God capable of replacing whatever we give in service of the Kingdom?  Every day 
I struggle with letting go of the material and inheriting the spiritual.  Time, money, grades, and success 
are just some of the pitfalls I find myself climbing out of as a college student.  I covet my time, am stingy 
with money, dedicate myself to studies, and hope to find success through my work.  These things give no 
meaning to life. They are mere tools.  A paintbrush cannot create an expression of art by itself, nor can a 
hammer alone build a home.  Each tool must be wielded masterfully by a being with a purpose.  The     
purpose that I devote myself to is glorifying God with all I am and have been given.  When I use my time or 
money for anything other than this purpose, I am painting with a hammer.  Things do not turn out right and 
I am unsatisfied with the fruit of my labor. 
 
Spend your time with God and spend your money on things that edify and are pleasing to our Father.  When 
I surrender all to God, I am fulfilling my purpose as a human tool through which God works to grow his 
Kingdom on this earth.  May my blessings always be tools with which I reap and sow for my Lord.  
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1. SQUARE DANCING 
 On Friday, October 30th, more than 30 students, along 

with my wife, Jennifer, and  Anthony and Pat Fuller, 
went square dancing just off campus.  We had the whole 
place to ourselves, with just about the perfect ratio of 
men and women.  It didn’t take long for me to under-
stand why this event has become a tradition!   

 
2. INTERNATIONAL STUDENT COMES TO CHRIST  
 On Sunday, November 1st, Arya Ahmadi — a Freshman at 

UT from Iran — put his trust in Christ as his Savior and 
Lord!  He was baptized by Mark Smith. 

 
3. DINNER FOR JUNIORS  
 On Tuesday, October 27th, five of the Juniors at the CSC 

were available to except the invitation and enjoy dinner 
and games at the Ellis’s place.   

 

4. DINNER FOR SENIORS  
 On Tuesday, November 3rd, thirteen of the Seniors at the 

CSC went to the dinner at the Ellis’s place.  Bill and 
Joyce Troxler were able to join us as well.  In fact, Joyce 
even cooked beef stroganoff for us, along with dessert!  

 

5. GULF COAST GETAWAY BOARD MEETING  
 As you may know, Gulf Coast Getaway is an annual      

conference in Florida every January, that attracts up to 
1,500 college students.  While I’ve never been able to  
attend GCG, I was invited to become a member of the 
board that plans and hosts the conference.  

 On Monday morning, November 1st, I drove to Nashville 
for my first board meeting.  I’d met a couple of the board 
members before, but most of them were new to me,     
including Todd Tarbett, one of my predecessors at the 
CSC, who made it clear that the CSC will always hold a 
special place in his heart.  

 I’m excited about January 16-18, 2016, especially since 
more than 40 students at the CSC have signed up to go!    
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